Beer Fest Weather! 


Numismagram Newsletter #122 (V/2024) 


You don’t need a whistleblower 


...we have the best medals in the business. 


We're back for our mid-May upload, with the extended unseasonably cool spring 
seemingly finally coming to an end—so much so that the weather was absolutely perfect 
for this past weekend’s Livermore Craft Beer Festival. With clear blue sky, low-humidity, 
and the low-mid 80°s, over 40 of NorCal’s breweries amassed for an afternoon of brews 
and music. But the action wasn't limited to fulltime breweries, as there was even a stand 

for local homebrewers to enter their offerings... 
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All in all, we were able to enjoy a number of styles on a sun-filled day, from favorites of 
some established breweries as well as from ones making their debut at the fest—such as 
Livermore-local, Headyworks... 


Speaking of all of these brews, that brings us to the first item in this upload—a gilt bronze 
medal commemorating the beer journal of its day, the Brewer and Hop Journal 
“Gambrinus,” named after the legendary King of Flanders who was renowned for his 
brewing capabilities and is emblematic of the art of brewing... 
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Though this was a beer-only event (along with a few hard seltzers—ugh), this area is 
certainly well known for its wine, with Livermore having some fine wineries and vineyards, 
and with Napa and Sonoma a very short drive away. That, of course, leads us to our next 

offering from this upload... 


This French silver award medal from the early 20th century features an allegory for wine 
growing in France being assisted by her counterpart in America. During the mid-late 19th 
century, an insidious bug ravaged French vineyards, greatly jeopardizing the important 
crop. Only an assist from American vines, which had since become resistant to the bug, 
were able to provide an answer. As such, this aspect found its way into many wine- 
related award medals, such as the piece here. 
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Switching to an entirely different kind of award medal, here is an absolute gem example 
of a Nobel nominating committee medal... 


One of the more recent award medals, as it was issued since 2000, based upon its edge 
markings, this example is full of frosty, argent allure, and has been graded PCGS SP-66. 


Meanwhile, this stunningly toned silver medal features a strong religious theme, with the 
message of honoring thy father and thy mother... 


Graded PCGS SP-64, it features Moses seated with tablets representing the Ten 
Commandments, and with him pointing toward the Fourth. During its period of 
manufacture, the Loos workshop in Berlin was especially prolific in the production of 
medals that had parabolical message. 
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Switching rather massively to some modern art pieces, here is an issue from 2000 that is 
a mere one of two examples ever produced—an incredibly massive (it weighs nearly 4.5 
pounds) specimen sculpted by Diana Thomson in honor of the mid-20th century starlet 
and icon, Marilyn Monroe... 


With an obverse that displays a close up of her, and a reverse that channels her iconic 
‘lifted skirt” scene, this is something that you will simply encounter nowhere else, and it is 
undoubtedly the rarest work of art pertaining to her within the world of numismatics. 


Speaking of incredibly rare modern works of art that touch up rather famous 
personalities, there is this German-produced plaque from 2013 that commemorates the 
famous—or infamous—whistleblower, Edward Snowden... 


Reviled by some and celebrated by others, this plaque (one of just 10 produced) takes a 
cue from the latter sentiment, as it thanks him for his stand in providing information to the 
world about government overreach. The artist displays Snowden’s profile in somewhat of 

a sniper’s crosshairs, and with the Statue of Liberty split down the middle, all while 
holding up a noose. Believe us when we say that it doesn’t get much more out there, 
rare, or extremely interesting than these last two pieces. 
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Given that we are now offering a few more certified medals, we have added a special 
category that features just those graded by NGC or PCGS. For all of those items 
specifically, please click here. Of course, this can also be found as the first category in 
the dropdown under "Inventory," as well as at this link: numismagram.com/certified. 


We will be back again at the beginning of June with another great mix of museum-quality 
art and historical medals. For all of this upload’s new additions, please click here or on 
the banner ad at the top of this newsletter. 
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